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IMAGE DESCRIPTION

Two immature bald eagles (mottled brown plumage, no white heads yet — likely 2—3 year birds)
captured mid-air in what appears to be a territorial or food-related confrontation. The right eagle is diving
toward the left with talons extended and lowered, body angled aggressively. The left eagle is banking
away, wings swept back in an evasive posture, head turned slightly to track the aggressor. Both birds
are sharply rendered against a clean, gradient-free blue sky. The frame provides breathing room on all
sides without excessive dead space.

1.7 /1

OVERALL COUNCIL SCORE

SEAT EXPERT SCORE KEY FEEDBACK

’ Reviewer 8.0 Strong diagonal tension and narrative. Gap between birds slightly wide.
A ) Crop tighter for impact.

5 Reviewer . Right bird tack sharp, left bird slightly softer. Push shutter speed higher.
B ' Review full burst.
Reviewer . . . . . .

3 c 8.0 Genuine behavioral documentation of sub-adult hierarchy. Build a series.

4 Reviewer e Ethically sound capture. Left bird needs more visible face for emotional
D ) connection.

. Reviewer 25 Clean processing. Add local contrast to birds, brighten eye catchlight, subtle
E ) vignette.
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Reviewer A — Composition & Visual Storytelling

This image works because it captures a relationship — not just two birds in the sky, but a moment of

conflict with clear roles. The aggressor on the right and the defender on the left create a narrative that

SCORE

reads instantly. That's storytelling.

What's Working

Diagonal tension. The two eagles create a strong diagonal line from lower-left to upper-right — one of the
most dynamic compositional structures available.

Clean background. The uncluttered blue sky isolates the subjects completely and puts all visual weight on
the interaction.

Asymmetric balance. The left bird is slightly lower and smaller; the right bird is larger and higher. Visual
weight matches the narrative.

Body language is readable. Even at a glance, you understand who is attacking and who is defending.

What Would Elevate It

The gap between the birds is slightly wide. One beat closer to contact — talons nearly touching —
would spike the tension dramatically.

The left bird's head position. Turned slightly away, reducing direct confrontation. A visible eye would add
a second emotional connection point.

Consider a tighter crop. Reducing space at left and bottom would compress the energy. Try 4:5 or square
centered on the space between them.

Bottom line: Strong storytelling image. The narrative is clear, the composition supports it, and the clean
background lets the moment speak. The gap and head angle keep it from portfolio centerpiece, but this
is well above average wildlife work.
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Reviewer B — Wildlife & Birds of Prey Technique

Focus & Sharpness 7 5

» The right eagle (aggressor) is critically sharp — individual feather detail visible on wing coverts and SCORE

scapulars. Beak and eye are tack sharp.
» The left eagle is slightly softer — likely a depth-of-field issue or slight tracking lag. Common challenge at

these apertures.

Exposure

» Well handled. Detail retained in dark brown plumage without blowing the sky. Feathers show texture and
tonal variation.

» The sky is clean, saturated blue without going cyan or magenta. Likely slightly underexposed and
recovered in post — the right call for dark birds against bright sky.
What to Work On

» Shutter speed. Wing tips on the left bird show very slight motion blur. For raptors in combat, aim for
1/3200s minimum, preferably 1/4000s. Push ISO up — noise is fixable, motion blur is not.

« Burst depth. This encounter unfolds over 2—3 seconds. At 15-20fps, you should have 30-60 frames. The
peak moment may be 2—3 frames away. Review the full burst.

 Left bird softness is the one thing holding this back from an 8.

Bottom line: Technically solid raptor work. Exposure handling on dark plumage against bright sky is
exactly right. Focus on the primary subject is excellent. Push shutter speed higher and dig through the

burst for the peak moment.
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Reviewer C — Raptor Natural History & Behavior

This is a behavioral photograph, and that's what makes it valuable. 8 0

Behavioral Read SCORE

» Two immature bald eagles, likely second or third year based on mottled plumage. Neither has the
characteristic white head and tail (develops around age 4-5).

» The interaction appears to be a kleptoparasitic encounter or territorial dispute. The right bird's
extended talons suggest dominance assertion; the left bird's evasive banking suggests submission.

- Ecologically significant to document. Sub-adult interactions are less commonly photographed. These
birds are establishing hierarchies that matter at breeding age.
Storytelling Value

» Shows behavior, not just beauty. Capturing social dynamics between two immatures mid-air tells a real
story about eagle ecology.
- Build a series. If you're seeing regular immature eagle activity, document it over weeks. Individual birds

can be identified by unique plumage patterns.

What Would Strengthen the Natural History Narrative

- Habitat context. Frames showing landscape below add documentary value even if less striking as
standalone images.

« The full sequence. The approach, encounter, and resolution all matter for behavioral documentation.

Bottom line: Legitimate behavioral documentation presented as a strong photograph. The natural
history value elevates it beyond a simple flight shot. Build on this — you're documenting something real.
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Reviewer D — Bird Photography Ethics & Technique

Ethics Assessment 7 5

» Opportunistic capture of natural behavior — no indication of baiting, luring, or staged interaction. SCORE

Two wild eagles doing what wild eagles do.
» Reasonable distance. Birds are engaged with each other, not reacting to the photographer. Gold standard.

» Clean sky background suggests shooting upward at passing birds — one of the least intrusive approaches.

Photographic Technique

» Light direction. Upper-left illumination lights the right bird's face and wing nicely. Left bird more backlit,
supporting the narrative hierarchy.

- Eye contact. Right bird's eye is visible and catches light — crucial. Left bird's eye less visible due to head
angle.
Suggestions

- The left bird needs more face. A frame where it looks toward camera or the aggressor might be stronger
even with less perfect composition.

- The moment just before. Two birds approaching but not committed — the "will they or won't they" — often

has more emotional tension.

» Process the right bird's face carefully. Eye and beak are the emotional center. A subtle local adjustment
to brighten the eye catchlight would help.

Bottom line: Ethically sound, technically capable wildlife photography that captures genuine behavior.
The emotional connection is good but not yet at the level where a viewer feels they know these birds.
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Reviewer E — Post-Processing & Technical Mastery

Current Processing Assessment 7 5

Sky: Clean, even blue. No banding, no halos around the birds. SCORE

Feather detail: Good tonal range in dark plumage. Difference visible between darkest flight
feathers and lighter mottled areas. Blacks not crushed, highlights not blown.

Overall tone: Slightly cool, matching winter sky. No distracting color cast.

Noise: Sky appears clean. No smeared/waxy look from over-aggressive noise reduction.

Where to Push It

Local contrast on the birds. +10—15 clarity with a subject mask. Goal: three-dimensional birds against flat
sky.

Right bird's eye. Small radial adjustment, +0.3-0.5 stops on exposure and whites. Make the catchlight
magnetic.

Vignette. Very subtle (-0.15 to —0.25 in Lightroom) to draw eye from corners toward center.

Tonal contrast in wings. Luminance range mask on midtones with a small curves adjustment for added
depth.

Crop. 5-8% tighter from left edge and bottom. Don't crop from right or top.

What NOT to Do

Don't over-sharpen — dark birds against blue sky creates ugly halos.
Don't pump sky saturation — it's already right.

Don't add dramatic contrast to the whole image — sky and birds need different treatment.

Bottom line: Processing is solid and appropriate. Room to make the birds more three-dimensional and
draw the eye more strongly to the interaction, but these are refinements, not corrections.
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Council Consensus

CONSENSUS STRENGTHS

1. Behavioral storytelling — Two immature eagles in genuine conflict with clear
aggressor/defender roles

2. Clean isolation — Blue sky background eliminates all distractions, puts full weight on subjects

3. Technical competence — Sharp primary subject, well-handled exposure on dark plumage
against bright sky

4. Narrative composition — Diagonal tension, asymmetric balance, and readable body language

CONSENSUS AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT

1. The left bird — Slightly soft focus and face turned away reduces emotional connection and
technical score

2. Peak moment timing — Birds are close but not quite at contact; review burst for tighter frame
3. Shutter speed — Slight motion blur on wing tips; push to 1/3200s+ for future raptor encounters

4. Post-processing refinement — Local contrast on birds, eye catchlight enhancement, subtle
vignette

Top 3 Actionable Takeaways

1 Review the full burst immediately. There may be a frame with the birds closer together or the
left bird's face more visible. That frame could be an 8.5+.

2 Try a tighter crop. Pull in from the left and bottom edges to compress the energy. Test both 3:2

and 4:5 ratios.

3 Local processing pass. Subject mask for clarity boost on the birds, radial filter on the right bird's
eye, gentle vignette.
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Photography Review Board - February 8, 2026 Reviewer A - Reviewer B - Reviewer C - Reviewer D - Reviewer E
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